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ABSTRACT 


The 1979 Nationwide Teacher Opinion Poll conducted by 
the National Education Association was sent tc 2,148 cf the’nation's 
approximately 2,185,000, public school teachers. The response rate to 
the poll was 82.7 percent. In this report the analysis of the 
responses ar@ grouped according to the following topical areas: (1). 
teacher demographics; (2) general education; (3) class size; (4). 

- education of the handicapped; (5) student aiscipline/violence; (6) 
funding of education; (7) standardized tests; (8) retirement ; ; 
benefits; (9) national research priorities; (10) discrimination 
against téachers/students; (11) national issues; and (12) licensing 
of teachers. (JD) | See 7 = 
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NEA Research Memo _ , September 1979 


NATIONWIDE TEACHER OPINION POLL — 1979 : 


The 1 on Nationwide Teacher Opinion Poll conducted by NEA Research was sent to 
2,148 of the nation’s approximately 2,185,000 public school teachers. Exactly 1,777 
questionnaires were returned, which equals an 82!7-percent response rate. 


The sample size was selected so that the responses would be highly reliable estimates 
of the opiafons and attitudes of all public.school teachers, that is, at a 95-percent confidence 
level: * ; : 


1. The standard error for population estimates is less than 3 percent, For example, if 
a sample percentage is 60 percent, then one can be fairly confident (correct 95 
times in 100 times) that the population percentage is between 57 and 63 percent. 


5 


' than 5 percent. For example, if two sample, percentages differ by 5 percent or 


more, then one can be fairly confident (correct 95 times in 100: times) that the 
population percentages are different. 


The analyses of the responses are grouped a€cording to the following topical areas: 


Teacher demographics Standardized tests 

General education . ae Retirement benefits 

Class size - National research priorities ~ 

Education of the handicapped Discrimination against teachers/students 
Student discipline/violence -National issues 

Funding of education Licensing of teachers. 


Each of the 12 topical areas includes general highlights for that area and the responses 
for the demographic subgroups: region, student ‘enrollment in the school system, and 
‘teaching level. Data for other demographic subgroups are available upon request from 
» NEA Research. 
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2. The standard error for’ estimating, pgpulation differences in percentages is less , 
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TEACHER DEMOGRAPHICS 


e About 71 percent are members of the NEA, 26 percent are NOT, and 3 percent do 
not know whether they are a member or not. Membership is ighier in the smaller 
school systems (less than’ 25,000 students). 


ce About 83 percent are regular classroom teachers, 8 percent are special saubation 
teachers, and 9 percent are “other”; that is, librarians, special Classroom teachers, etc. 
e Nearly half (48 percent) work at the elementary level, 27 percent at the middle 7 
school/junior high level, and 26 percent at the senior high level. 


e Five percent teach in ‘kindergarten; 31 percent, in self-contained classrooms; 7 hercent, 
in team-teaching situations; and 53 percent, in a departmentalized situation. ony per- 
cent are in other situations (librarian, resource teacher, etc.). 


e- In departmentalized or team-teaching situations, 25 percent teach English (lang age 
arts, speech, reading, etc.); 15 percent, mathematics; 15 percent, social studies; 11 per- 
ceht, science; and 9 percent, health and physical education. 


_@- A bachelor’s degree is the highest degree held by 54 percent; a master’s degree, by 40 
percent; a doctor’s degree, by less than | percent; and a degree based on six years of 

' college, by 5 percent. Only 0.3 percent: have no degree. Teachers in the Northeast are\ 
more likely to have a master’s degree or higher than are teachers in other regions. 


e Ten years is the median number of years of full-time teaching experience; teachers have \ 
a median of eight years in their present school system. \ 

e = Thirteen percent teach in thefinner core of a city; 11 percent, in shither part ofacity; \ 
33 percent, in a suburban area; 29 percent, in a small town; and 14 percent, in a al 


“area, 2% 


e The mean current annual CONTRACT | salary is $14,597 ($14,140 for elementary 
teachers, $14,775 for secondary teachers; $16,023 for men, $13,873 for women; 
$16,691 in the Northeast, $12,174 in the Southeast, $14,669 in the Middle Region, and 
$15,309 in the West). 


e The mean annual income, including. that ofa spouse, if any, is $25, 120 ($23,763 for 
men, $25,850 for women). 


e In schools where these respondents teach, the mean number of teachers in elementary 
schools is 26; in middle/junior high schools, 44; and in senior high schools, 76. 


'e In schools where these respondents teach, the mean number of students in elementary 
schools is 534; in middle/junior high schools, 803; and in senior high schools, 1,413. 


e Two-thirds (67 percent) are female, with a median age of 36; 33 percent are male, with 
a median age of 35. 

e Nearly three-fourths (73 percent) are married; 10 percent are widowed, separated, or 
divorced; and 17 percent are single. 


e = =Nine in ten (90.2 percent) are White; 8. epercend, Black; 0.3 percent, American Indian;. 
‘and 1.1 percent, Asian. In addition, 1.6 percent are Hispanic. 


e Teachers’ political affiliations are as follows: Democrat, 41 percent; Republican, 22 
: percent; other political party, less than | percent; and no affiliation with any political { 
party, 37 percent. 
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8 @ Teacher Demographics 


* 
‘ 
Net TICLE 


Student enyollment 
2,999 


Responses from the Demographic Subgroups : 
‘ , Region 
' North-  South- 25,000 3,00 
Question Total east east Middle West &over 24,999 


Other ...cccereees Hare atens AOR YO 9 10 10° 9 ° 


At what level are you currently assigned? 
, (Percent responding, Since more than one : 

response could be checked, percentages , 
will add to more than 100 percent.) 


Blemientaty ss casacawsnteas-caeees's 48 43 50 48 48- 47 
Middle SCHOOD «:<,éiiseisiaig erwistdces eoierse 10 10 9 11 9° 9 
Junior highs. ....eeeee eens eae 210° 22 21 20. 19 19 
Senior hight sas tas sive ceawieriered cane 32 * 33 31 34 31 30 
OUGe iis scales saueiatie one aeons 2 2 2 1 a eee 


Check the box that best describes your . : ea 
current teaching assignment and then : ¢ , 


supply the requested information. (Per- 
cent checking each.) 


Kindergarten or prekindergarten : . 

« class(es): One teacher teaches one . P : . 
class a significant part of the day : 
or two classes a half day each........ 5 3 4 Sy vs 7 5 


Self-contained class: One teacher 

teaches the same students all or a : i 

significant part of the day .......... 31 29 30 32 30 32 
Team teaching situation: Two or more : 
teachers teach a group of students 

for a significant part of the day ...... 7 8 5 7 9 7 
Departmentalized situation: One | : 


teacher teaches several classes of © 
different SMUGENIS 6 Kis adwsie ges, 2/00 53 57 57 53 48 a Si! 


Other .....- Hh ae ee eee 4 4 ‘cs. 6 5, 


28 


53 


& less 


tw 


33 


56 - 


10 


59 


10 


" Are you a member of the National Educa- . 

tion Association? (Percent responding.) . 
PEN. ceachu sda deimanytecaraneeas 1 69 67 B 15 58 16 15 4. 110 70 
“0 ih en NEI Aeneid 26, aT 4 26 22 Byep "22 24 124 27 29 
Nof sure ......4. Mnasa Seaexsdents 3 4 1 3 5 | > eee eo Ne 2 

. . 7 i 
‘ ; = . , a 
. a . ‘ 8 ¢ 

Which of the following most accurately ~ , . ’ -* 

describes your current assignment? : ; ‘ 

(Percent responding.) . . t . " 
Regular classroom teacher ........-. 83 19 - 84. 83 84 79 84 84 82. 78 2 82 
Special education teacher.......... F 8 11 6 8 - 8 +» 10 7 8- 8 12 8 

8 a 9 “8 10 10 10 
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. a ae g 2, ‘ . a . 
eC & , yi , Teacher Demographics '@ 9  * + 
a: : ? 3 si) : . # F ' ey / ws - 
P ig ; Regin Student enrollment Teaching level 
ah great : North-  South- * 25,000 3,000-* 2,999 Elemeny Junior Sealer 
Question F Total east east ‘ Middle West &over 24,999 & less tary , ae 
If appropriate, to what subject area are . . ‘ is “ e } ; eS 
you assigned a majority of the time? . aay <8 
(e.g. English, mathematics) (Percent, ‘ . ts 
responding.) ; 
Agriculture...... Perag@lnnealegBares 0.4 0.0 0.8 0.7 0.0 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.0 0.3 0.8. 
Att cos Sige reccceenesetossenen 2:9) 4 “29 2.4 4... 0: 2.0 2.3 4.2 1,2 4.0 3 2.5 
Business education ...........0.005 4° 4.3 - 4.3 3.6 4.8 4.5 5.0 3.3 5.6 0.0 1.3 1.4 
* Driver education .........eeeeeqee r 08 0.5 0.8 1.1 * 0:5 0.0 1.1 0.8 0.0 0.0 1.4 
. English (lang arts, speech, et ; are : 
“reading, ete.) N Agnalaens pene A oy | 6 25.0 26.8 . 20.4 27.16 26.9 24.1 23.4. 34.0 21.5 21.9 
: : As : 
. Foreign language Pre ere Ce 4.4 6.3 3.6 3.3 ~ 5.0 5:9 ° 4.8 _ 24 0.0 3.6 - 6.0 
80 Health and physical education ....... 9.2 8.2 84 , 111 8.5 7.8 86 .115 ° 15.3 10.2 8.5 
Home economics ..,....+00 00 ee eee 3.5 1.9 2.8 5.6 3.0 4.1 2.9 4.0 0.0. 4.3 4.5 
Industrial arts (shop, drafting, : 

CG) eaoe oahu pate titeamarrniaces 36 4 43 3.2 3:3 3.5 5.9 2:2 4.0 0.0 4.3 3.9 
Mathematits ).S-nownsatnaeaetiaes 15.2" 15.9 * “142 14.8 12.6 14.2 16.9 13.1 18.0 17.4 12.4 
MUSIC A Seiwig canes Paria anal Bile y's “3.7. 2,4 3.6 5:9 0 09° ... 33 ane 14.0 4.9 3:1 
Science ......... Se ae 11.4 13.5. 12.4- 1.9 ' « 7.5 8.2 12.5 12.3, 6.7 12:3 11.5 ” 
Social studies .../...... Se avclewa nea 14.5 14.9 12.8 10.7. 2b1 15.1: 14.7 13.5 6.0 °16.1 14.4 

_ Special education .......... 0.00005 » D4 0.0 0.8° 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.4 1.3 0.5 0.2 
Vocation (machine shop, occupational, . * _- Bvt : ae \ 
auto, Tl, DE, RO, ITT, etc.) .....-. 0.9 0.0 0.4 41.5 15. 1.8 0.4 0.8 0.0 0.3 1.2 
‘ 3 “0.8 0.9 E 0.2 
What is the highest degree that you hold?, “s is 
(Do not repost honorary degrees.) ae . ‘ 
cent responding.) _ ; : ; wu 
No degree ..... hots WAeitnivao and eshopeeas’ - 0.3 03 O09 0.2 0.0 0.7 0.2 0.2 0.1 0,0 ° 0.7 
* Bachelor's degree ..,.....+.. picmewe 94.0 40.4 + 59.0 56.7 57.2 49.4. 52.0 62.3 60.5 52. ‘9 45.1 
Master's degree 2... eee ees yeease ° 404. 48.8 36.0 | 40.6 37.5 43.5 42.1 34.1 35.2 41.2 47.3 
Education Specialist or professional - : 
diploma based on 6 years of a 
college study .........% bate sislava ties 4.6 9.2 3.9 1.9 4.8 5.8 5.0 2.9 , 3.9 5:3 5.8 
1,3 0,2 H 0.7 ~ 0.7 0.4 | 0.2 0.6 1.1 


Doctor's degree 


+ 4 
> How many years of full-time teaching ex- 
perience have you campleted, including 
’the current one? 7 : 


Median years of a saraarnetlors 
Median years in present school 
SYSTEM 5 5.5-610.5 9 ed niveue a gareee ae M3 


How would yoo describe the community in 
which you are currently employed as an 
educator? (Percent responding.) 


Inner core of city... seca cea eens 
Other part of city... ..... eee ee eee 
Suburban’ i.accfaa dc iaserariantleacsts 
Small town (NOT suburban) Serena 
Rural ..e:e.6 cu0,ae diese Giaieie Te okeuquey bees oe 
\ 
» 
8 re 


hte 
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Region Student enrollment Teaching level 
p North- South- 25,000 3,000- 2,999 Elemen- Junior Senior 
+ Question Total east east Middle West &over 24,999  & less tary high hi 
; 1 2 3. 4 5 6 i he 8 9 10 11 12 

; ? ; *%, 
What is your current ANNUAL contract ‘ ' , 
salary (before deductions) as a teacher ; ‘ 
for the 1978-79 school year? : : [ ' 

Mean annual contract salary $14,597 $16,691 $12,174 $14,669 $1,309 $15,554 $14,950 $12,967 $14,140 $14,316 $15,177 
What is your-total ANNUAL income? 3 . ‘ F 7% 
(Include that of your spouse, if ; 
married.) é S5 gears 

Mean annual income ...........005 $25,120 $27,273 $23,012 $24,888 $25,773 $27,801 $25,055 $22,635 $25,362 $24,482 $24,255. 
I 

* How many teachers work at your school? ‘ 
(Include all full-time persons, half or 33 - 
more of whose work load is classroom * ie ; 
teaching.) - Fs i 

Mean number of teachers .........+. 46 63 40 42 44 57 47 32 26 44 - 716 
What is the current enrollment of the : : ; r) 5 
school (not school system) in which yous : . 
teach? , : . : : . 

Mean number of students ......'..... 876 1,094 787 767 918 1,152 890 — 541 534 803 14n 
What is your sex? (Percent responding.) _ - \ 2 ‘ : 

Male assis yawie eared a sewssanieress 33 41 26 35 33 32; 34 35° 15 46 53 

FE Male sy cvaiesecneis Miewiecwrale's eaceees 67 59 74 66 67 68 66 65 85 54 47 

~ What is your age? ; . 
“Median BGC ware sieresyoraraie piarsie-’ drapersave’ 35 35 34 36 37 37 pet} 34 36 34 35 
SSS SSS SSS SS ee a ee r 
: ‘ 
What is your marital status? (Percent j a ® Se 
responding.) : ‘ 

Single, not previously married ......¢ : 17 24 14 16 14 17 16 17 17 Pris - 15 

Single, previously married .........- 10 10 8 8 16 13 11 6 il 10 10 

Married ........ aipgedeS aes oales deca 13. Saab 78 16 69 70 a SFb: . We 3... FS 
To what RACIAL group do you belong? ; . as 2. 
(Percent responding.) ; ae se & goa : @. 

Bla GK. 6c cco pine we ciaih seats aera erergtevs 8.4 6.1 19.3 3.6 ~ 4.4 15.2 7.6 EA 9.7 7.6 78 

WHC ici tadteas dae aton Lien sieces 90.2 93.6 80.3 96.2 90.5 81.4 91.9 95.7 “88.7 91.0 90.7 

American Indian ...... Moe anys eaters 0.3 0.0 * 0.2 0.0 1.0 O32 0.2, 0.4 0.4 0.4 m2 

ASIAN .ceasiian tie saeen ewan Wea Fe | 0.3) 0.2 0.2 4.1 3,1 0.3, 0.7 12 1.0 1.2 

Ens a el ee 
Do you belong to any of the following 
ETHNIC groups? (Percent responding.) 

Mexican-American ....-.6..00bs0005 1.0 0.0 0.2 0.4 3/3 1.2 1.0 0.7 10 0.9 0.7 

PcG Rican” assvicdsacncwestog 26 ns a1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.2 0.0 vo «- OF 0,0 ' 0.0 

Other Spanish descent ......+.+.0-5 0.5 0.3 0.7 0.2 1.0 1.2 0.4 0.2) 05 0.7 0.7 

None of hse osc acs. wie teenies 98.4 99.7 99.0 99.4 95.4 97.4 98.7 990 98.3 98.5 98.5 
How would you classify yourself in . 

‘regard to your political affiliation? 
(Percent responding.) ry 

Demociat, cc. ccwedanse a ipbos ieee ued 4] 40 55 26 45 51 38 38 42 39 39 

Republican iia scicicae ccs scope cede 22 21 15 27 24 18 23 ab 23 20 22 

Other political party .......seeeees mu 1 ii) 0 0 l a 0 1 0 0 

I do not consider myself affiliated 

with any political party ......... AC 37 38 30 47 31 38 40 40 39 6 


| |O GENERAL EDUCATION 


' : * 

_ Almost two-thirds (63 percent) disagree with the statement that public schools may - 

| not be providing a good basic education for students. Elementary teachers are more 
likely to disagree than are secondary teachers. 


\When childrehy do poorly in school, teachers are much more likely to blame it on the 
children’s‘home life (81 percent) than on the children themselves (14 percent), the 
schools (4 percent), or the teachers (2 percent). 


Nearly one-third (32 percent) say they probably or certainly wquld not become a 
teacher if they could go back to college and start over again. (Only one-fifth felt that 
way in 1974.) Elementary teachers are more panels to say they would become a teacher 
again than’ are secondary teachers. 


Among all.the changes that could be miade in natie frberant and practices of public 
schools, teachers almost unanimously (90 percent or more) favor the following: 
—Reducing the number of students in classes 
—Educating parents in how to help-with their children’s education 
—Enforcing stricter discipline - 
‘ —Devoting more attention to the basics— ssadlinn English, etc. 
—Enforcing stricter school and class attendance requirements 
—Requiring higher standards for student performance. ‘ 


Changes that may NOT be favored by a majority (less than 53 percent) are as follows: 


~Providing more extracurricular activities 


‘Offering a wider range and variety of courses 
—Increasing the amount of homework for students 
—Hiring‘more subject-matter specialists to help teachers. 


6’ 
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; * Responses from the Demographic Subgroups 


Region Student enrotiment Teaching level 
ce : North-  South- 25,000 3,000- 2,999 Elemen- Junior Senior 
Questio# : Total east east Middle West Q&over 24,999 & less tary high high 
L aS 4: 5 6 T 8 9 10 11 12 


Many media reports-suggest that the public 
schools may not be providing a good BASIC 
education for students. Would you agree 

or disagree with that contention? - 


(Percent responding.) /- 
Definitely disagree... 1.0.6 sees eee eee eee - 24 23 27 25 21 22 25 25 - 30 21 17 
Tend to disagree’ ...........005. PsiGendterg, OD" 39 a4. 39 38 39 ° 40 39 40 37 39 + 
Wend Osi gree sscse viscs vase mvialerdiaip scene ™aveeats 31. - 30 27 31 34 33 29 31 26 34 36 
Definitely agree . 10... ec cee eee eee Aericce 6 8 a) S 8 Ts 6 5 4 8 8 
° 
When children do poorly in school, some 
people place the, blame on the children, ; fe 
some on the children’s home life, some 
on the school, and some on the teachers. 
Of course, all of these sharé the blame, 
but where would you place the chief — = 
blame? (Percent responding.) fe 
On: the Children’ ....0:5 ss ssiegaie sacs ea sure cers 14 16, 15 13 i 14 14 13 10 16 — 18 
On the children’s home life ......... eee 81 771 80. 82 84 80 80 83 84 80 716 
On the school 2. .....0eeee eee seudhigaipl ced 4 5 4 4 3 5 4 3 4 4 5 
1 2 2 2 2 1 2 1 | 


Omiiherteachersss.2 kate a aahea eer dae 2 


ge Stes | ** . i. : 
e say . Re . ; . 
\ 4 
12. @ General Education + 
a 5 
: Region , Student enrollment Teaching level 
. SS SS SSS eee = 
North- South- 25,000 3,000- 2,999 Elemén- - Junior Senior 
Question Total t east Middle West Q&over 24,999 &less . tary | high high 
1 2 3 4 5 6 % 8 9 10 3| - 1 
nr . 
Suppose you could go back to yourcollege ; ; 
days and START OVER AGAIN. In view of @ 
your present knowledge, would you become 4 
a teacher? (Percent responding.) ‘ 
Certainly would become a teacher ...°..... 30s 30 28 31 - 30 30 29 31 37 24 25° 
Probably would become a teacher ......... 29 26 22 20, 23 26 29 30 24 28 29-—- 
Probably. would NOT become a teacher... .. 22 22 22 _ 20 23 22 0 22 20 19 | 25 24 | 
Certainly would NOT become a teacher .... 10° il 12 9+ 9 12 10 9 7 144 12 
AM TOU SUNG S sitet cava erslaters ais ocs.000s Bearatere 10 10 10 10 8 10 10 10 10 10 0 
The following list represents changes that ° : = 
could be made in the public schools. To : 
what extent would you favor or oppose each eS tt : 
- - of the changes in the schools where you : 
teach? (Percent favoring) i ‘e 
Set standards for selecting instruc- : a 
tional materials/textbooks .............. 719 75, 87 . 78 716 84 719 74 82 78 14 
Devote more attention to the 4 
basics—reading, English, etc. ........... ee 29 91 93: ° 9l 91 90 92 91 91 92 91 
Offer a wider range and variety . 
OP COUFSCS! aga. c se :5sscsifsie sieparsl aiepaisiata,ave crates 47 49 45 44 46 46 51 44 48 . 54-. 
Expand Early Childhood programs, # 4 % 
including prekindergarten ............-5 59 65 51 58 54 71 57 51 59 6h 59 
Reduce the number of students ~ » ‘ 
lip Claes ican. arcane cacee ese eene %6 96 97 95 9% 97 96 94’ 9% 97 94 
Retain students in a grade/class until e 
* they perform satisfactorily .........---- 74 717 71 714 75 716 74 74 64 80 84 
Require students to pass a state- ' ; 
wide test before they graduate e 5. 
from high school ..... 2. cece cece eee i | - 16 72 64, 74 78 70 64 72 72 _ 68 % 
Increase the amount of fome- : ; | = 
WOFK TOMStOUONtS: aac scirensicatiee ate sat 49 §2 51 44 52 61 47 41 41 53 60 
Teach moral values to students ........... 78 77 “85 17 73 15 719 80 82 78 14 
Hire more special teachers to help @ 
students with learning problems ........- 81 84 77 84 85 80 719 81 _ Bl 82 
Hire more aides to perform non- : : 
instructional duties ................-4. 83 83 81 83 84° 83 81 ° 84 81 81 
Pfovide more grouping/tracking . . 
CEST GGT TB sis crs: Seosesa lets cnenelnng/ dees orange Serene 72 75 68 2G) 71 72 73 70 78 70 
Require performance objectives, 
foreach Student access wisncgedaneieaggleyeaie - 69 74 64 68 7§ 68 64, 67 72 71 
Require higher standards tor 
student performance .........0 00.0 eee 90 92 89 88 91 90 90 . 90 85 93 95 
Emphasize career/job counseling .......... 86 89 87 84 =: 85 88 RS-c5 87 85° 87 88 
Hire more subject-matter specialists ‘ t ri 
tO ielp teachers... she cients asieae as 52 54 57 48 48 54 Sl 51 §2 52 50 
knforce stricter school andelass , 
attendance requirements ............--. 9) 93 93 30 90 93 91 90 89 94 93 
Provide more extracurri¢dlar . . . 
ACHVINICS, nak sacs tienen sakes se 4) 56 44 33 37 46 43 34 4) 44 40 
Improve the school buildings ............. 80 81 88 74 79 82 80 79 81 82 B1 
Make the classes more structured o . 
and return to the old ways of 
HAUNT: atte done cates s eae Rea hess 61 62 - 65 57 58 63 59 61 62 62 58s 
Lntor e stricter discipline ..............- 93. 94 95-1 94 91 94 93 92 93 95 92 
Try more innovations .........- Peeled aes 65 \ 66 69 66 66 63 66 68 65 64 68 
Require teachers to update their, - 
skills through training periodi- 
CAN eo crateguatnue tc atectin hnae.g oo Pre es eT 85 81 87 86 86 86, 84 >» .88 6 8&4 87 
Require all administrators to : 
have more training in manage- 
MONE TECHNIQUES. sjcceiays wiestiwesisnasieaauis 87 86 89 87 4 85 88! 86 87 87 87 86 
Educate parents in how to help ‘ 
with their children’s education’.......... ' 94 95 95 93 95 96 94 93 98 94 93 


Hire a person whose responsibi- 
ity is to provide better communi- a 
cation with the public .........6. 02-2 59 65 ¢ 62 54 59 65 59 56 58 60 60 


CLASS SIZE 


. ° 


ie Teachers believe the maximum regular class size should be 22 in elementary schools 


_and 25 in secondary schools. 


® The mean class size is 24, wigh mean class sizes of 22 for Kindergarten (two classes per 
day), 24 for self-contained classes, 28 for team-teaching classes (three teachers with 
84 students), and 24 for departmentalized classes (five classes with a total of 120 
students). 


Responses from the Demographic Subgroups o * 
; Region : j Student enrollment , Teaching level F 
North-  South- 25,000 3,000- 2,999 Elemen- Junior Senior _ 
Question Total east “east Middle West Q&over 24,999 & less tary high high 


1 2 3 4° 5 6 ? 8 9 10 TF 42 


Class sizes vary widely. Generally speak- 
ing, what do you think is the maximum 
“number of students thatShould be placed 
in each regular class at the elementary 
and secondary levels? (Means reported.) - 


Maximum students per class at the aN ; <i ’ 
elementary level... ...cccc ec ee eee eee 22 21 21 21 22 22 22 wL 23 21 21 
Maximum students per class at the ’ " 
Secondary level! é5-s.0iieec pines. Cade 25 _ 24 25 25 26 26 25 24 26 - 24 - 24 
cal 


Check the box that best describes your 
current teaching assignment and then 
supply the requested information, 


KINDERGARTEN OR PREKINDERGARTEN 


CLASS(ES) (Percent responding.) ....... + 5 3 4 5 7 5 6 2 10 3 3 
Mean number of classes .........0-0006 2 2 1 + 2 1 1 2 2 2 - - - 
. Mean number of students ' 
Per Class wn ccsess aig Seagastend wees 22 21 22 22 23 23 23 20 22 - oe 
SELF-CONTAINED CLASS-teach the same . ; 7 
students all or a significant part of : 7 : 
the day (Percent responding.) .......-.45+ 31 29. 30 32 30 32 28 33 60 8 3 


Mean number of students ..........40- 24 23 25 24 24 25 +25 23 25 46- #13 


TEAM TEACHING SITUATION~ one or mor 
, other teachers tea¢h a group of stu- : 
dents for a significant part of the 


day (Percent responding.) ......-++0+e00: 7 8 5 7 9 7 9 5 10 6 4 
Mean number of teachers..........2+6- 3 3 3 3 3 4 3 3 3 4 3 
Mean number of students - 

PONtCAChel scecnsaleseaesaes ainarn ais 28 30 29 28 27 28 27 31 25. 30 36 


DEPARTMENTALIZED SITUATION - teach’ 
several classes of different 


students (Percent responding.) .........00. 53 57 57 53 48°51 53 56 17 8t 90 
Mean number of classes-............004 SS ee § 5 ‘5 5 5 5 6 Se 3 5 
Mean number of students : . 

* POP CASS ci gcasta wos apt alas 6 vole means 24 23 24 23 26 «- «(26 25 22 23 25 24 
- 
OTHER (Percent responding.) .....+.+++++ 4 4 5 4 6. oe > 4 4 6 5 3 
, MEAN NUMBER OF PUPILS PER : ; , 
CLASS icicsesiiacdinacleattavanudce nade vale 24 24 , 25 24 26 ‘25 25 23 24 25 24 
5 ‘ 
F é a 
‘ s . 
s 


ry 


Se 


+ No)basis for judging 


‘ iS 
ae EDUCATION QF THE ee 
? » , 
e Two-thirds (66 percent) believe the school system where they teach is doing a good 
; or excellent job in providing handicapped children with an appropriate education. 
eg ‘ e However, two-thirds (64 percent) think their school does not provide enough help for ; 
a; : regular classroom teachers when 4 handicapped child is mainstreamed. Only one-sixth 
* (14 percent) believe, they get enough support.. 
e  Teathers are more likely to think that mentally en emotionally disthabed: or ‘ 
“ Seriously socially maladjusted children probably should be mainstreamed for little or 
eX none’of their education. However, they believe that children who have serious hearing 
ge defects, severe speech impairment, serious visual-impairments, physical disability. 
ee seriously affecting mobility, and specific learning disabilities can probably profit from: 
ps -mainstreaming for at least some of their education. 
é: 
Responses from the Demographic Subgroups : a oe 
. , x Region “Student entollinent Teaching level 
: wi ce North: South- 25,000 3,000~ 2,999, Elemen- Junior . Senior - 
? Question Total _ east east Middle West Q&over 24,999 & less tary high mah 
ee = 4 4 -§ 6 7 ae 9524, % 10 iia Ss 
Overall, how would you rate the kind of ‘ % 
job the school system where you teach is, . 
doing in providing handicapped children ; z 
an appropriate education? (Percent ’ ’ Pac 
responding.) ar ; ve 
Excellent ....... aaeitintene ene va Neleeks 18 i. ME gg 22 16 19 19 19 16 16 | 
GOON 5a sivadeduy catumendiaw vane tes 48 50, 49 49 45 47 49 46 48 48 50 
Hibasicscscaonistenwencee ucanyaceg, ee 98 =} 32 21 27 2 (438 28 27 28 26 
PAG icn ccndsreteaea nematic akLRAR Rea 8° 7 6. 8 7 i 6 8 9 
_ How nfuch support does yqur school provide . : ; a 
for regular classroom teachers when a : e <E- Ret eal 
handicapped student is HTH SE J ¢ ‘ i a * P 
(Percent responding.) r ‘ . é 
All/the support they need .............-- © 14° 13 13 17 11 10 13 19 15 “15 13 
Sofne support, although not enough .......- 36 or 38 38 33 36 * 37 34 ~ 36 34 - 37 
Vely little support ...... magnons cake 28 30 28 23 33 31. 28 ~- 23 25 32 29 


# federal law (PL 94-142) tries to assure ‘ : : - 
each handicapped child is placed in ‘ : 

REGULAR classes (mainstreamed) when it’s ‘ : . ‘ ' ‘ 

appropriate. In general, for how much of / : ; 

their instruction do you feel that chil- ; ae 

dren with the following kinds of handicaps 


could be mainstreamed? (Percent saying p . 
should be mainstreamed for NONE of 
their éducation.) . 
Mental retardation (IQ below 70) ......... 49 49 46 48. - 53 50 51 45 4. 48, $ 49 © 
Deafness or serious hearing defects ........ 23 20 34 21 18 25 23 © 23 7° °26 21 
Severe speech: impairment ....eeseeeeeees 13 14 16 | 10 12 17 12 10 ° 15 | 
Serious visual impairment ......... jase 2h 21 26 20 «19 25° 2k 19 24 20 
Emotionally disturbed ..........-+---- oe .43 (46 «+ 45 39 44 46. 43 40 45 . 43. 
’ Seriously socially maladjusted ............ 44 534° 39 43 44 50 46 36 45 46 
Physical disability seriously : c 
affecting mobility ........-00.e08 gers, AT \7 23 13 14 19 16° 15 21 14 
Specific learning disability .........6e000- 8 7 10 8 68 Il 8 7 id 9, 
' ae. E 
. . e Saw ‘ ty 


\. 
A 17 
Fi. <2 ee STUDENT DISCIPLINE/VIOLENCE ‘ 
e Three-fourths of “the’ respondents (74 percent) say discipline problems impair their 
' effectiveness to. teach at least to some extent; one-sixth (17 percent) find that disci- ~ 
pline problems greatly impair teaching effectiveness. 
e Nearly one-half (45 percent) think: their school. has not done nearly enough to help 
6 teachers with discipline problems. Included in that number, 7 percent even nee further: 
‘and say their schools have ignored the problem. 
e Five percent had been physically attacked by a student at sical during ffs 1978-79 
_° school year. (Because 5 percent of. the respondents were physically attacked, NEA - 
= estimates that 110,000 teachers were physically attacked this past school year. This is 
based on approximately 2,185,000 public school teachers.) Teachers in*the, Northeast J 
and larger. school systems (25,000 or more students} are more likely ta°be attacked 
than are teachers in other areas. is e 
e Over one-fourth (28 percent) have had personal nfoperty stolen and nearl One-fourth . 
(23 percent) have had personal property damaged at school. : 
e Of those who were. Physically attacked, 10 percent (or an estimated 11 ,000 teachers) 
d required medical: attention for physical injury and another 9 percent (or an estimated 
~~ 10,000 teachers) required medical attention for emotional trauma. . 
a % _-@ Ten percent of the physical attacks were so serious that the teacher had to miss an 
% “4, average of two days from school. (Senior high teachers who were attacked missed an _ 
me average of three days.) he ad 
e Ninety percent of the physical attacks were geperted to the administration; however, 
only, one- -half of. those (43 pea€ent) who meponigd attacks were satisfied with the action 
taken. © : 
, e- Twelve percent are at least occasionally concerned ‘that they may be physically 
attacked at school by a student. In addition, 3 percent are brequenity or constantly 
afraid of being attacked. Soe 
. e Furthermore, 6 percent are at least occasionally concerned that they may be physically , 
attacked whet away from scheol NBroperty. 
Responses from the Demographic Subgroups ree 
ag Region Student enrollment Teaching level _ 
North- South- > 25,000 3,000-. 2,999 Elemen- Junior Senior 
Question ~ Total geast east Middle West. S&over, 24,999 & less tary - high high 
. 1 2 3, 4 5 6 q" 8 9. 10 11 12 
To what degree do student discipline ; 24 . 
_ problems impair your effectiveness? (Per- ; 
cent responding.) et 
Toa great eptent ....cccscseeeeeeeeeees 17 17 17 15 S18. #23 16 13 19 18 11° 
To a moderate extent wees 23 19 24 24 25 22 24 22 24 23 22 
\ YFasome extent o...i.ccceeceeeeereeees - 34 41. 31. «'. 32 34 32 36 33 35. 34 34 
LTE GIGI cna caseeéaadienzesiacus 26 22 28 29 23 23 as 32 22 26 34 


ies school tried.to help teachers with ; Bee 2 es 
student discipline problems? | (Percent A: ‘ so 


* responding.) i , 
« Hasdone all it can ..vesssesenvevcecie « 2 * 13 30°" 23 25 24 22 24 25 23 21- 
Has provided quite a bit of help, . —_ s ; a8 s 
but mot enough ..sseccceeeeererereres 31 27 _ $2 30° 35 28 4 32 32 29 32. 35 
. + Has provided a little help, but ; 
. . Mot mearly enough ..,eeeereaveeereeees 38 48 33° 40 34 40 38°" 37 /38 »~ 39 = 39 
; Has ignored the problem .. ilevamesaae salem in | 6 7 6. 8 - 77 * 7 9 ve 8 


< . . x * 
. . 18 @ Student Discipline/Violence 


’ 
ck 


‘ 


tS Question 
. 1 


- 


Mave you been physically attacked or had 
personal property stolen or damaged BY A 
STUDENT either on school property OF POPE, 
from school this school year? (Percent 


responding “Yes.”") 
a. Physically attacked - 
On school property ....... a Rieanal eas nee 
. Away from school property ......eeeees 
Personal property stolen — > 


On school property ..,.seeeeeeseeeees 
Away from school property .......esee- 


‘ Persgnal property damaged 
‘ Mm school property ...secsseeseeveves 
, Away from school property ........000. 
. ee 


Answer “a” through “‘c” below only if 
you were physically attacked. (If you were 
attacked more than once, report the latest 
attack.) 


a. Did you require medical attention? 
# (Percent responding.) 


Yes, for physical injury ......eeeeeeeeeee 
Yes, for emotional trauma*.......... ACS 
Yes, for both of the above .....6...eeeeeee 


at NG sr wialiereleracsinteietereialy Sie ieieivsernlntere a a ivereae 


a a none oe 


cg ee 


~ b, Was it necessary for you to miss time 
from school in order to recuperate? 
(Percent responding “Yes.”) 


Median number of days ........eeeeeeeee 


. 
‘ 


ra. | ‘ a 
.c. Did you report the attack to the admin- 
istration and, if so, was the action 
taken satisfactory? (Percent responding.) 


- T reported it, and the action taken e 
Was SatisfactOry ......cceccecceecenecs 
I reported it, but the action taken 
was NOT satisfactory ....sscceeseeceeee 
I did not report it .,... ccc cece eee eeee 


How often are you concerned that you may be 
physically attacked by a student? (Percent* 
responding.) ‘ , 
On school property 
Constantly ..%.ccceccevcvcccccereres 
Frequently ...ccccccccccvccceecevece 
- Occasionally ....sceeececceceeeceees 


Rarely cece sssececececeseeseseeees 


NGV6P 6 ccssasain eecepcreceiaeinta eis ni wrece slew erase 


. Awa from $chool property : 
Gohtaly weessvevvssssseeeesnssse 
Krequently ...ccscccccsccccevevcseee 
‘Occasionally ..cccscscccsccecscecccs 

+ Rarely cacsvcccccnpeccccevccvccsees 
“ NOVEr . cee e cr cncceetercccvccsssces 


i 
‘ 
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FUNDING OF EDUCATION: 
a 
\ } hy :e we; 
e The majority (64 percent) of the respondents would decrease the amount of LOCAL 
money required to fund public elementary and secondary schools but would increase 
‘the amount of STATE (74 perctnt) and FEDERAL (66 percent) funds. 
@ Seventeen percent report there has already been a movement to reduce or limit local , 
property taxes in the communities where they teach and another 42 percent feel that 
it’s likely to happen. 
@ Two-thirds (67 percent) say the schools in their achmnniee could: BOE get along with ~ 
less money and still provide a good education.. : ad 
; e If.a HARD CHOICE between reducing numbers of teachers or ere teachers’ 
salaries has to be made, over four-fifths (84 percent) believe the school system would 
cut the number of staff and 70 percent would prefer that choice. : 
e However, before, either teachers’ salaries or numbers of teachers are reduced, teachers 
_belieVe there could be large cuts in— ° : 
—Extracurricular activities A 
—Building construction and remodeling 
: —Number of administrators . } 
—Number of subject-matter specialists, : ' 
but relatively small, if any, cuts in— by ’ 
—Special education 
Library services a 
ec 0e t 
—Health services » 
—Nuniber of maintenance staff. , 
Resjurises from the Demographic Subgroups 
7 ’ Region’ Student enrollment Teaching level ' 
: . North- South- 25,000 3,000-— ~ 2,999 Elemen-_ Junior Senior 
r Question Total east east Middle West &over 24,999° & less tary high high 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 . 8 9 10 1 12 
Given the following national average for : 
funding public elementary and secondary ° - 
schools from local, state, and federal ‘y ‘ t 
revenues, do you think each percentage : . . 
should be increased or decreased? 
"* (Percent responding “increased.”) . a 
40 Bay aa 37 33 32 
73 11 80 73 76 16 , 
63 67 “65 64 66 69 
“As you know, ‘there is a nationwide move- 
__ment to reduce or limit local property P ee é 
taxes. Do you think that’s likely to, ’ - 
happen in the community where you : ~ 
teach? (Percent responding.) . 
Yes, it has already happened.......-.+++-- 2 11 6 10 42 18 19 « 22 16 13 20 
Yes, it’s likely to happen .......... asters 42. 47 39 47 43 43 42 38 - 43 44 37 7 
No, it’s not likely tp happen ....veeeeeee 42 42 55 43 2% 39 39 50 42 43 "44 | 
: ¥ * | 
' +p : > ae 
if 


. 


. 20 e Funding of Education 


Question 
1 ws 2 


. 


’ . f 


Regardless of whether or not‘it has hap- 
pened, do you think the schools where 
you teach could get along with less 
money and still provide a good educa- 
tion? (Percent responding.) 


Yes, definitely .. 0... cece eeees 
Yes, probably ....cceccvccccccccccces ie 26 
No, probably not ....,....05 eikieieranrgahare ‘ 35 


No, definitely not .....cceceececeeqesss 32 


The major portion of a school system 

budget is devoted to staff salaries. If the 

school system in which you teach had 

to reduce expenditures significantly so 

_that a HARD CHOICE had to be made 

between reducing numbers Of staff or , 

cutting staff salaries (including fringe* 

benefits), which do you think the 

school system would be more likely 

to cut and which would you prefer? 

~- (Percent responding.) é 

Number of staff * ; 

Likely to cut ...eeeeeeeee ence ae 84 
I would cut ... 


Staff salaries 


eeeeeeeeeeanees ene. 70 


LIKELY tO. Ut ssivisdicaiaaececcasacs 16 


[WOUND cciscccre dae veces swe 30 


BEFORE teachers’ salaries or numbers of 
teachers are reduced, to what degree would 
you cut each of the following? (Percent 
responding “large cut” or “eliminate.”) 


y Extracurricular activities ...6....eeeeeees 52 
Busing and/or transportation ....< Pease 39 
School lunch program ..... SioleWiaiedia steers 33 
Speciaheducation services ..2....eeeeees . 14 
Building construction/remodeling ......... 47 

_ = 
Purchase of new textbooks ..... pevecetees 25 
Purchase of other instructional 
~ MMAEFIAIS: cae aereesigieis vise we eownseiines 27 
Number of administrators .......++00+ see. 10s 
Number of paraprofessionals/aides ........ 44 
Number of subject-matter specialists .....,. $7 
umber of secretarial/clerical staff ........ 22 
umber of maintenance staff ..........+. 17 
‘counseling Services ...sseeeeeceeeerece 26 
ibrary services ...... He TWEV ODE EDES oaGe 13 
Heal th: ServiceS:ei¢ctieieaatinie je: satel sniets a cprnrs 19 
“we 


Total 


North- South- 


east 


3 


10 
31 
32 
27 


91 


62 


¢ 
Region 
east Middle 

4 5 

5 6 
24 24 
32 39 
39 ° 31 

Re 

80 87 
69 73 
20 14 
31 27 
52 51 
31 37 
27 29 
14 14 
36 50 
22 23 
24 28 
51 53 
43 47 
57 60 
23 21 
18 17 

5 25 

1 14 
21 lle 


Student enrollment 


25,000  3,000- 
West 4 &over — 24,999 


6 7 8 
‘ 
10 = :10 7 
2 = 20 29 
34.037 32 
3032 32 
4 
80 «84 85 
14 72 1 
20 «16 15 
2%  —28 29 
4849 55 
5082 38 
44. (35 37 
is 13 15 
4944 50 ’ 


ce i 


2 23 29 
68 66 59 
ne: ne 
67 «59 59 
2% 22 22 
we 7 17 
30S 27 
igs. in 13 
2 «18 20 

re 


2,999  Elemen- 


& less 
9 


31 


49 
27 
25 


14 . 


45 
22 


27 
44 
45 
53 


24 
16 
24 

as 
17 


Teaching level 

Junior 

tary high 
10 i 

9. S's 
28 27 
35 33 
29 ° 35 
84 86 
67 714 
17 14 
33 26, 

—_ 

55 50 
39 36 
35 30 
14 14 
45 47 
29 24 
/rg 26 
yas?” 55 
40 47 
58 53 
22 21 
17 18 
29 25° 
16 at 
16 20 


Senior 
high 
12 


eee 
20 
38 
36 


16 
30 
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STANDARDIZED TESTS 


Over one-third (36 percent) of the respondents think decisions about achievement 
standards for students should be made at the classroom level, a little less than one- 
third (30 percent), at the school district level; one-sixth (15 percertt), at the school 
building level; and less than one-sixth (14 percent), at the state level. Only 6 percent 
say at the national level. : 


Nearly. 80 percent have used GROUP jSTANDARDIZED ACHIEVEMENT TEST 
SCORE®S in the past three years. However, only one-half of those who have used them 
say that the test scores are helpful in their teaching. ~ 


In the past three years, 64 percent have used GROUP STANDARDIZED INTELLI- 
GENCE TEST SCORES (only 39 percent of those respondents find the scores helpful), , 
59 percent have used GROUP STANDARDIZED APTITUDE TEST SCORES (only 39 
percent of those find the scores’ helpful), and 47 percent have used GROUP STAN- 
DARDIZED INTEREST Tes! SCORES (only 35 percent of those find the scqres 
helpful). 


The respondénts tend to AGREE that for GROUP STANDARDIZED ACHIEVEMENT . 
TESTS, the following statements are true (percentage of respondents ° show! in 
parentheses): 


—Scores ofter¥ become an end i in themselves, mater. than being used for sound educa- 
tional purposes (77 percent). , 
~Teachers shoujd be able to attend courses on how to use the scores {77 percent). 


standardized tests (76 percent). 
“ Scores are useful in di 


‘—There would be no ia on teaching if school systems eliminated the use. of all 


osing individual student fearndiig needs (67 percent). 


‘—Most of the really important aspects of student progress are NOT measured By tests 


(62 percent). 


The respondents tend to disagree that the scores— _ 
~Are valid measures of teacher effectiveness (89 percent). 
—Should be used to Eee who student promotion/retention (86 percent).: 


—Are valid for students who afe economically /socially /cutturally disadvantaged (83. 
percent). 


—Are valid measures of the at of. éducation i in schools (80 percent). 
The respondents re about evenly divided on whether or not~ 


~Scores usually rheasure student achieveme¥ in the content taught. 
—Scores are reliable criteria for grouping or tracking students. 


~=Tests aré outdated, based on the educational neéds of today. 


. 


22 @ Standardized Tests a : 


Responses from the Demographic Subgroups , EPO a 5* 
hge . Region __ Student enrollment Teaching level - 
; North- South- . 25,000 3,000—- 2,999 Elemen- Junior Senior 
Question Total. east east, Middle West &over 24,999 & less tary.- high high 
Sn Senn enn EEEREEEE RE ETE SEE ERE eee aE 
. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 \ 12 
. ‘ « . 
Decisions must also be made about achieve- op “Ne . : 


ment standards for student promotion. At . . x 
what level do you think those decisions : 
should be made? (Percent responding.) 


Classroom level oc cceccccccscsvetecees . 36 349) 36 37 35 35 35 38 36 31 38 
School building level ......seceeeseeeees 15 16 11 16° 17 A4 16 15 16 17 13 
School district level .......eeseeseeeeees 30 29 26 34 at... 26 31 32 31 dg, S27 
State 1006) waseasaneewawse ese tance ovis 14 14 20 .- 9 12 17 13 a) ¥en (7 14 16 
National Vel. ,cessesvccerrseersesoses 6 © F"* 7 4 5 8 5 5 6 6 5, 
IN THE PAST THREE YEARS, how helpful ‘ 5 is 5 : 
have scores fiom each of the following types . ' ‘ 
"of GROUP standardized tests been in your ‘ : . , ; 
teaching? (Percent responding “‘have used” “~ : 
and percent responding “moderately” or : 
“quite” helpful.) ; 2 . * i 
Intelligence : , ’ ; : go 
Haveiused cccccaccacataccictecnencns 64 67 70 63 $7 61 67 62 68 68 56 
If used, have been helpful ..........656. 39 39 46 34 37 42 ‘ 40 36 42 <a 38 
Achievement ; . Bs : 
HaVGUSED .ccvecicseceiavesseracecsa 78 76 82 75 80° 78 719 78 88 - 77 64 
If used, have been helpful ........-.06. 50 53 56 47» 46 50 $2 47 53 46 48 
Aptitude % 
HAVO USED: iiscieacsceraenesarikecans 29 62 66 53 56 60 59 58 57° 64 59 
If used, have been helpful ............. 39 41 46 32 36, 41, 39 35 40 37 38 
Interest » Pi r 
Have Used sicjsisxass 6 ooa06ie teledaw cease 47 49. 53 43 44. §2 47 46 45 » Si. 48 
If.used, have been helpful .......-..--- 35 38 36 33 31 37 34 35 34 32 36 
; ‘ 
Regardless of whether or not you have used 
scores from GROUP standardized ACHIEVE- 7 
MENT tests, do you agree or disagree with : : : 
each of the statements listed below? (Per- . A 
cent agreeing.) : : 
~ The scores usually measure student ‘ : * | 
achievement in the content I teagh ....... 53 46 55 $6 . $2 54 54 49 56 49 48 
The scores are useful in diagnosing Ss 
individual student learning needs......... 66 62 70 "68 64 67 65 69 66 66 66 
Most of the really-important aspects , s : : 
of a student's progress are NOT 
measureg by the tests .....seeeeeeeeeee 62 63 61 60 63 59 63 61 66 58 * $9 
The scores are reliable criteria for . s* cs 
grouping or tracking students ........--. 49 51 52 48 46 ~—s SI .49 48 45 $2 50 
» The scores sftould be used to deter- . 
mine student proffotion/rgtention ....... 14 1S 12 14 15 19 12 12 11 P33? 17 
The scores are valid measures of P 
teacher effectiveness .....ecseeecevenes 11 11 10 10 14 14 9 13 i 11 12 
The scores are valid measures of the : : 
quality of education in schools .......... 20 + 22 18 20 22 22) "3. 18, 23 18 , 20 24 
The scores are valid for students . et . 
who are economically/socially/ ‘ 
culturally disadvantaged ......eeeeeeees 17 14 20 1? 18 21 16 16 14 18 20 
¥ ‘ 
> The tests are outdated, based on- 
# ‘the educational needs of today ...+++++-. 49 S3yy 45» 47 50, 48 51 46 48 51 52 
The scores often become an end in i 
themselves rather than being used . : , 24 
for sound educational-purposes ........4+ 71 76 77 16 1: en 78 77 74 78 74 77 
Teachers should be able to attend ° ae 
courses on how to use the scores .....4++- 77 78 78 #% 77 75 71 15 80 . 75 ee 
If my school system eliminated the 7, ; 
‘se of all standardized tests, there : 
“would be no effect on my teaching ....... 76 17 720 16 . 78 ° 16 16 78 16 74 15 
* { « - 


— . 29 
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RETIREMENT BENEFITS. . ae 


ne 


About half (51 percent) of the respondents have not studied thesbenefits they will get | 


upon retirement; however, the vast majority of those say they should. Another 33 per- 
cent have studied the benefits and are not satisfied; 16 percent have done this and 
are satisfied. 


Only 4 percent 4re not sure about the kind of retirement plan they have. About 56 per- 
cent say they are contributing to rie a teacher retirement system AND Social 


Security; wNereas 40 percent say they/Jare contributing to a ceeeee retirement system — 


only. * 


About 54 percent prefer béth a teacher retirement system and Social ee 28 per- 
cent, a teacher retirement system only; less than 2 percent, Social Security only; and 
4 percent, neither. Thirteen percent are not sure what they prefer. | 


Three-fourths (76 Berane} support the concept of Social Security, and three-fourths 
.(75 percent) believ 
coverage. 


Nearly half (46 percent) say that Social ds coverage shou’ be mandatory: ‘for all 
émployed taxpayers. 


Almost half (48 percent) feel the federal a should subsidize the cost of 
Social Security coverage. About 30 percent say * while 23 percent say “‘don’t 
know.” 


ace ee percent want a national retirement plan for teachers. One-third (33 percent) 
say “‘no”’; 26 percent say “don’t know.” 


sanee (S51 percent) think teachers under 10-month contracts SHOULD NOT be 
eligible for unemployment benefits during the other two months of the year. Forty 
percent of the pesponcents say shee teacher should be eligible for unemployment 
benefits. 


that homemakers should be eligible to purchase Social Security 


| 


P| 
Responses from the Demographic Subgroups 
' ! Region Student enrollment Teavhing level 
_ m North-  South- 25,000 3,000— 2,999 Elemen- Janior 
Question » Totdl east east Middle West, &over 24,999 &lest . tary high 
1 ye ae: 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
. : & 
Have you really studied the benefits . 
you will get upon retirement? (Percent Ms 
responding.) P 
Yes, and I'm satisfied. ......... dew 16 15- 15 19 15 18 16 13 15 17 
Yes, but [I'm not satisfied ...4...00e eee 33 29 32 30 39 32 - 33 32 28 36 d 
No, but I should .......ccveccseeseces 48 50 51 48° 44 47 47 52 $5 42 
* No, and I'm not concerned .....+0+eeee- 3 6 2 3 2 4 4 3 3 5 
Which of the following best describes the \ 
kind of retirement plan to which you are 7’ 
contributing through your employ ment as a 3 
teacher? (Percent responding.) P 
Teacher retirement system only ....,.+++++ 40 32 26 44 59 40 41. 40 39 40 
Both a teacher retirement system 
and Social Security .....eeeeeeeee tales 56 62 70 52 39 55 56 $7 56 56 
NOU Savseteatcesiensaea te reoens 4 1 4 4. 2 5 4 3 o § 5 
e 
* * <0 


Senior 
high 


12 


16 


40 
5 


38 


»~ « 
I~ 
24 @ Retirement Benefits ti ‘ ' 
‘i : 
Region Student enrollment | Teaching level 
: North- South- ~° ity 28 257000 3,000—- 2,999 Elemen- Junior’ Senior 
Questions Total east east Middle West &over 24,999 & less tary ° high high 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 i. 12 


- 


What type of retirement plan would you 


prefer? (Percent responding.) 
Teacher retirement system only .....-.0+. 28 17 23 36 32 26: «. 28 29 27 27 °28 . 
Social Security only ......ceeeeeeeceeees 2 3 2 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 2 
Both a teacher retirement system , . ak : 
and Social Security ....cceclecsccscece 54 65 59 46 ° 49 57 54 50 54 54 53 
Neither a teacher retirement, < : ce . 
system nor Social Security .......seeeqee. 4 4 3 5 5 5 5 4 4 6 5 


Not Sure .,.cccseoccceccccsesccsscces¥ » 
' & ; PF 
The cost of Social Security benefits will . P 


' go up in the next few years. Regardless of 


how you feel about the increase, do you ‘ 
support or oppose the concept of Social 
Security? (Percent responding.) pe 


Strongly OppOse ...s.cssceseesveccseeee 11 5 Mm os IS 10 10 10 12 11 11 11 * 
Tend to oppose .ccccccccccvccovesecces 14 ll 13 15 16 12 14 15 13 16 14 
Tend to.support ...secececcegececcesens 45 46 “45 -44 44 40 47 45 47 42 44 
Soe Sree EPROM | RORRTS Es 31 38 “31 25 30 38 29 27. 29 31 32 
‘etee tepend to cackiol the hibnning : : . ‘1 co o— 
questions. (Percent responding “Yes.”) 
Should Social Security covera , F, 
mandatory for all employed t ‘e , 
PAVETS? cic vewie noecies ooo sa sisitineee: x 46 58 50 39 38 51 43 45 43 50 47 
Should homemakers be eligible ‘o 
purchase Social Security coverage? ........ 75 80 15 10 _ 74 77 73 75 14 74 77 
Should the federal government sub- 
sidize the cost of Social Security : 
COVETE RET a5 ainceceidiv ace e eeiny sane wireibvalelae's 48 57 §2 44 A} 52 47 47 49 48 49 
Should there be a NATIONAL retire- , . 
ment plan for teachers? .......seeeeeeees 41 39 50 37 38 42 40 43° . 40 45 39—ik 
Should teachers who have 10-month v fon St 
contracts be eligible for unem- 23 
ployment benefits the other 2 é : 
MONE sea Vercatec CIA aAeevea Nd 42 39 56 35° 37 49 40 37 42 43 . 41 
@ 
» P 
* 4 ” 


oo! 


- _ NATIONAL RESEARCH PRIORITIES 


Pan 
. 


“When teachers were asked to place priorities on areas that federal agencies should - 
research, the following rgtings emerged: 


‘ . 


TOP priority: 

—Discipline in the schools 

—Class size and achievement 2 

HIGH priority: ° ! 
—School finance reform , 

—Involving parents/public in educaiton 

—Elementary curriculum/education =, 

—Secondary curriculum/education 

—Quality of instructional materials 


MEDIUM priority: “ 
—Career job counseling and education 

- ~Teaching techniques and practices 
—Classroom management . ? 
LOW priority: 
—Educational needs of minority students 
~—In-service education and teacher centers 
—Effect of socioeconomic environment on learning 
~—School organization ; 
—Dissemination of research and development 
—Postsecondary curriculum/education 
—Student achievement and testing 

' —Educational technology (e.g., TV) : cc 


( 


25 


* 


xv 
ae 


a3! 
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26 e ‘National Research Priorities 


¢ 


_Responses from the Demographic Subgroups 


. 


Question 


Total, * 


1 2 


North- 
east 


3 


Regton 
South- enh 
east Middle 
4 5 


‘ \ 
Student enrollment Teaching level 
25,000 3,000- 2,999 Elemen- Junior Senior 
West &over 24,999 & less tary high high 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 


ge a a gE SEE EF ee ee ee ee ee 


NEA thus'thd opportunity Wo influence the, 
priorities of NIE (National Insti- ’ 
_ptatdot Education) and other federal agen-. 


"cies concerned with public education. What 


_ priority would you recommend to fe 
’ agencies for each area listed below? 
(Percent responding “Top” and “High” 


Teaching techniques and practices ......... 55 
School orghnization .....eeceseeeeeeseee Al 
Classroom management ......eeeeeeeeeee 55 
Elementary curriculum/education ......... 62 
Secondary curriculum/education.........+ 64 
_ Postsecondary curriculum/ 

education.......+.'.. Setar piketae wes 40 
Effect of socioeconomic environment 

on student learning .........----eee06- 47 
Educational technology (e.g., TY).......+- 33 

eCareer/job counseling and education ....... 58 

Student achievement and testing 5 pr ceceece 35 
Involving parents/pubjig in 

EMUCAION 6 sicie's occ 0 deieeae de Cedi w scree 67 
Class sizes and achievement ...........+++ 719 
Discipline in the schools .......... nage 84 
Educational needs of minority 

STUDENTS icc is cars wiecesissaadeielanieewiees 49 
Quality of instructional materials ......... 62 
In-service education and Teacher 

COneih) 5 ccosaureeles cir Oats bike sles 47 
School finance reform ......-.00ceeee ee 67 
Disse mination of research and 

development ......-.eeseeeeee ete eitcasd 38 


59 51 
46 36 
64 52 
70 57 
69 59 - 
45 39 
49 4 
ey 
55 58 
39 32 
71 66 
83 74 

~ 83 82 
50 45 
67 60 
46 45 
58 71 
33 737 


. 
. 


56 Shs 53 
37 «4B 40 40 
5259 55 50 
59 6S 61 $4 
6064 63 65 
3539 38 46 
J 

“Cts 47 43 
2934 32 31 
ss 61 55 59 
32 33 34 
6 ~©=- 70 65 69 
82-80 80 16 
83 87 86 16 
4787 47 43 
a 62 60 
4746 48 47 
3B 66 68 67 
39°C 38 38 
» 

9 
“VW 


54 
37 
53 


‘60 


60 
42 
47 
31 
54 
35 
65 


81. 


81 
49 
61 
50 
65 


36 


. 
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DISCRIMINATION AGAINST TEACHERS/STUDENTS 


e Neither male nor female teachers significantly identify any area of discrimination 
against male teachers; however, both male and female teachers agree that female 
teachers may be. discriminated against in promotion and employment in supervisory 
and administrative positions, 


e Sipnany, no area of discrimination against, male students is identified. A significant 
number off both male and female teachers do identify discrimination against female 
students i extracurricular sports and physical education. 


oe; 


Responses from the Demographic Subgroups 


, 


% 


Region Student enrollment . Teachinglevel Sex @ 
. North- South- 25,000 3,000- 2,999 Elemen- Junior Senidy® 
: Question _ Total east east Middle West>&over 24,999 &less tary high high, Male Female 
7 i 2 3 4 5 6 1 8 9 10 il 12 13 14 
Do you feel male or female, TEACHERS are 
discriminated against in the following : ‘ 
areas in your school system? (Percent 
responding “Yes.”) ‘ 
AGAINST MALE TEACHERS: 
Written policies of the school , . . 
SVSEMN sia eaaas aparece dagen s anes 4 4 4 4 3 5 4 3 4. 2 6 6 3 
The collective bargaining - Me = 
AMEINCNG erin ncnradewwuyoneseaee 5 3 10 4 4 7 5° 4 5 6 a 6 5 
Initial employment........... atacareranS 8 9 8 7 7 10 8 5 8 9 8 il 6 
Class or grade assignment .............5 15 19° 13 14 14 14 17 12; 38 14 11 18 13 
Promotion/employment in supervisory : 
POSUOMNS eiociidce ora genta acd oals £o0a eared 8 11 7 6 8 : 9 9 4 7 9 8 12 Six 
Promotion/employ ment in administra- 
LIVE POSITION) acs ncceasce ypseigns win Sie 7 9 7 6 7 8° 8 4 6 7 || 5 
Assignment ‘of compensated extra ? ; a 
MUS 4, casioiakvan Babdeaennd side dart » 7 12 7 9 6 10 9 6 ie. fo BP OT Oe 
Pay for comparable extra duties ......... 6 5 9 6 5 5 6 8 5 8 8 9. 5 
In-service education experiences ......... 3 4 3 3 2 4 “3 2 any aie 5 4 4 2 
Leave benefits ....... 00s psec eevee Bt 16, 8 12 11 11 3 9 12 12 11 17 8 
Health benefits’.... 4.6.00. eees aceinn of 3 ¥ 4 4 5 4 3 3 4 5 6 2 
Fringe benefits for dependents .......... 4 3 1 3 3 AM 5 3 4 6 5 3 
Retirement benefits ........ 0600 e ee ee 2 2 3 7 a 3 2 2 2 2 4 3 2 
GUND snicavased senna rcecaamee nei 4 ¢€ 7 5 4 6 4 4 4 4 7 6 4 
AGAINST FEMALE TEACHERS: : 
Written policies of the school : 
SYNE iacosciiaa Disworewaagaad fiaeG ow. Ll 9 13 11 11 14 ll 9 12 9 12 a 13 
The collective bargaining - ; Lie 
AQICCMENG ia resonate ames deine seeps 10 7 15 8 8 12 10 zs 1 9 Lhe- © 38 10 
Initial employment ............2000604% 17 15 16 18 17 16 16 19 S$ - 19 19 «13 19 
Class or grade assignment .....-...--- es 19 23 16 20 18 18 20. 18 20 19 19 14 22). 
Promotion/employment in supervisory ; ‘ . 
positions ...5..... een Se essi noha hg 44 44 46 41 43 45 46 38 44 46 40 30 50 
Promotion/employment in administra- y* 
Live positions § cs.in.c siete cise Geredgars 51 52 54 47 53 52 55 44 50 52 50 39 58 
Assignment of compensated extra 
duties 26 24 31 24 24 28 26 24 26 28 26 15 31 
Pay for comparable extra duties ......... 37 24 31 26 26 25 27 28 , 23 30 32 19 31 : 
In-service education experiences......... 5 4 5 4 5 6 4 5 4 6 5. of 5 
Veave bereft: occ sicsiienisiiureein a acueriers 12 11 13 12 10 11 13 10 13 10 10 9. 13 
Heatift Wenettt xs ciansusarsqsend seas 8 7 10 7 9 il 8 5 8 8 8 6 9 
Fringe benefits for dependents .......... 6 4 6 7 6 7 5 a 5 6 7 5. i a 
Retirement benefits .......... seenalehinect 4 4 4 4 4 5 4 < a, 4. +4 4 QS 
Salary , 9 6. 2:13) 8 8 9 7 12 9 9 11. 6 10 ri 


4 


28 @ Discrimination Against Teachers/Students 


« 


Sex 


e. 


Region! 
f North- South- 
aaa Question Total east east’ += Middle West 
a4 | 3 4 Sk 

Do you feel male or female STUDENTS are _ ; 

discriminated against in any of the fol- 

lowing areas? (Percent responding ‘‘Yes.”) 

AGAINST M@LE.STUDENTS: ~ : ; 
School system/school policies ./........ 5 “4 6 s 4 
Subject/course descriptions :........... 4” .5 5 4 4 
Subject/course enrollments ............ 6- 5 5 7 6 
Counseling for course selection ......... 7 7 9 7 6 

, Counseling for career choices ........... 8 8° 8 7 7 
Textbook/instructional materials ........ 4 3 4 3 5 
Physical education ..... sseaaneaaaaas 4 4 6 4 4 
Extracurricular sports......... (catsieromiate 5 5 5 6 3 
Other extracurricular activities .......°.... 4 5 4 3 3 
Health services/insurance .......,...... 1 1 1. 1 1 
Dress codes......... woot Wseinvaee 4 4 ‘J 3 3 
Discipline policies ..... RD laefers Gismenaee 13 ll 15 13 12 
Academic honors and awards .........-. 3 2 3 3 2 

AGAINST FEMALE STUDENTS: ; 

«School system/school policies .......... 7 8 8 6 8 
Subject/course descriptions ............ 7 10 7 6 8 
Subject/course enrollments ............ 10 11 9 9 10 
Counseling for course selection ......... 12 13 11 10 12 
Counseling for career choices ........... 15 18 13 12 17 
Textbook/instructional materials ........ 9 13 6 7 13 
Physical education ............-000005 * 20 19. 22 17 23 
Extracurricular sports ............0206. 38 39 42 34 36 
Other extracurricular activities .......... 12 15 14 12 8 
Health services/insurance ............ re 2 3 3 2. 2 
Dress codeS......-.-+5+ Sigibeaialtonace erBtausts 6 4 9 4 5 
Discipline policies..........-000eee ees 6 6 8 5 ‘S 
Academic honors and awards ........... 4 4 6 3 3 

g ‘ 
4 
ine 


Student enrollment__Teaching level 
25,000 3,000— 2,999 -Elemen- Junior Senior 
&over 24,999 &less tary high 
7 8 9 10 11 
7 5 3 4 6 
r | s 3 4 5 
6 6 6° *“§ 6 
9 7. 6 6 8 
10 7 6 6 9 
4 4 2 4 3 
6 4 3 4 6 
6 fy 3 4 6 
6 3 3 3 6 
1 1 1 1 2 
5 4 3 4 6 
12 13 12 11 16 
3 2 3 2 4 
10 8 4 | 7 
12 6 5 7 8 
12 9 8 10 9 
16 11 7 11 11 
19 15 10 415 15 
13 9 7 10 9 
26 20 15 22 18 
42 39 30 37 38 
, 15 11 11 ts ia 12 
3 2 2 2 3 
6 5 5 H 5 
7 6 4 4 9 
6 3 3 4 4 
& 
a 
i a 


high Male Female - 


12 13 14 
4 

5 6 5 

5 5 4 
OR Be 
10 8 7 

10 8 Hi} 

4 3 4 

6 6 4 = 
5 6 4 

5 5 3 

2 2 1 

4 6 4 

13 13 12 

2 “3 2 

8 6 8 

e ot. 6 

11 8 Il 

17 13 16 

10 7 11 - 
20 15 22 

38 31 41 

0 9 14 

2 2 2 
44 4 6 

7 6 6 

4 2 5 

wy 
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NATIONAL ISSUES 


. 


e About 65 percent feel that President Carter’s wage/price freeze will NOT control infla- 
.tion. Furthermore, 70 percent believe if will benefit management more than labor. 


e@ Two-thirds (67 percent) would be willing to hold their salary at the current level for 
two years but ONLY provided that prices were also held at the current level. 


® Only 40 percent believe parents with children in private/parochial schools should be. 
; given some tax credits based on the tuition, but 81 percent say parents with children in‘ 
higher education should be given tax credits based on tuition. 


e About seventy percent think children who attend either. higher education or trade and 
technical schools should be given financial incentives. 


= 
Responses from the Demographic Subgroups 
x ¥ ' ; Region Student enrollment Teaching level 
_North-  South- 25,000 - 3,000— 2,999 Elemen- Junior Senior 
r Question Total east © east Middle West &over 24,999 . & less tary high high - 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ie 1 ae ae 
Do you agree or disagree with the follow- _ . : 
ing statements related to national issues? < ; . a 
(Percent agreeing.) Zale OT 
President Carter's wage/price freeze an . 
will help control inflation ............5. 35 36 38 32 34 36 34-36 34 37 35 
President Carter's wage/price freeze ‘ : 
will benefit management more than ; 3 
DOR ccosisisiviens aay die SEs slewiwleen 10 73 63 W 72 71 67 13 11 69 67 
Parents with children in private/ fe ‘ 
parochial schools should be given 
some tax credits based on the ‘ 
CUION ncenscecsdeaesug ns selena nas , 40 47 37 37 41 42 40 38 41 40 39 
Parents with children in higher 3 
education should be given some Se ; ‘ ‘ 
tax credits based on the tuition .......... 81 85 85 78. 78 85y-. - 81 79 | - 83 80 78 


Financial incentives should be pro- 
vided for children who attend B 
higher education institutions ............ 70 714 15 68 63 69 69 73 7 72 ~—s«67 

Financial incentives should be pro- is 
vided for children who attend 


trade and technical schools ..........4- 69 70 73 68 65 67 67 72 71 69 65 
Would you be willing to hold your salary - 
at the current level for two years provided :? 
prices were also held at the current - . 
level? (Percent responding.) yt ; sg : . 
Definitely yes... .cescesecccceees sees 29 36 25 29 28 30 28 - 30 30 27 27. 
Probably yes: io sisp she case scasatencsnswes 38 39-38 37 37 36 39 37 38 40 36 
Probably NO+ 5. cccevevecivecectacnnves 16 ll ~ 15 19 16 16 15° * 17 16 15 17 


Definitely 00-50 3ncccvsaeteseinisaewa 18 14 ~ 2216 20 18 19 17 16 18 20 


_ LICENSING OF TEACHERS. 


. a : ‘ 


_@ -A majority favor the following: | Hy . 

_‘  —S§tates should require’ licensing of teachers (84 percent). ) | 
—Teachers should set and govern state standards for licensing (72 percent). 
—Teachers should set and govern state standards for license revocation (72 percent). 


—National standards for teacher licensing should be formulated to facilitate reciprocity 
between states (71 percent).. j 


—Professionally approved in-service education should be required for license renewal 
(61 percent), ‘ 

—Completion' of a nationally accredited teacher training progtain: should be required 
for initial licensing (60 percent). ; 


~Not making a license a lifetime permit to teach once it is issued G6 percent). 
e . Amajority neither favor nor ‘oppose the following: 


—Requiring a test, approved and supervised by the state, for-initial nN : - 
—Requiring some college credit for license renewal. _. ee <, 


. 


J 


— Responses from the Demographic Subgroups ° "i ies ; = ; | Pose 


‘a. 
a ary 


Region 5 Student enrollment Teaching level - io 
» North- South- =. 25,000 - 3,000- 2,999 Elemen- Junior Senior 
Total east east Middle’ Wesy Q&over . 24,999 Q&less. tary high high 


ih 8. 9 10 11 12, 


Do you favor or oppose each of the follow- : a : : ; = o ' 
; ing statements about licensing (certifica- bd : i 

tion) of TEACHERS in the state where you : ; de 

teach? (Percent favoring.) . ‘ we 


‘Completion of a nationally accredited : ; ies ae 
teacher training program should be 4 es fe : ee ae 
required for initial licensing............. 60 °° 61 67 53- $57 67 58 54 63 °59 53 

A test, approved and supervised by the . ; ; ao ; 
state, should be required for initial : ot “ 
Hicensing. .ccsscccccccsccccceccsesees, 4h 45 46 33 41°52 38 35 36, 42. 44 

To facilitate reciprocity between : : d ; 
states, national standards should rrr nner renrtrncitnieriemdsieittementsenten neninilireen vet Fenian enema 


be developed for teacher licensing ; 2 wave Wd 75 70... 72. 69 74 7 10 10“ 14 10 


Teachers should set and largely gov- . | 1. . 

ern state standards for licensing ........... 72 11 70 ) re 2 71 713; ° 73 70 - 72 15 

: Teachers should set and largely gov- een . pee ete, Ot Mn er eae B Seer 
’ em state standards for license % . ; , < ‘ 

PONGCMION <icsisesevsasaernsacaraaan’” 72 -72 TAs 70 78 nN 14 72 N - 70 15g 

_ Professionally approved in-service oF : : *% 9 A 
education should be required for Ca : : ; ; 1 : 
license renewal....sseseseeeeeers vinge. COL 60 72 59 55 65 61 59 65 56 60 


Some college credits shouldbe = . : ‘ : a 
required for license renewal ...........6 53 48 —t.s«58 54 51 55° «$1 57 SS) 52. S54 pier 
A license should not be a lifetime ; : : 
Permit to teach ...seeceecdececereeeee 56 47 66 59 49 57,55 58) ST SE SF” SOL 
Teachers shauld be required to be a : “| : . 
licensed by the state ....eseeeeceereres 84 83 83 84 85 83 * 84 83 82 84. 84 


* 


